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WWelcome to all the new families joining Shepton. Welcome back to those returning. As I write this letter, I can’t 
believe that my first year as president of our PTSA is coming to a close and the second year is just on the 
other side of summer. It has been a year of learning for both the students and me. Our students have changed so 
much from the middle schoolers that they left behind; they have become responsible young adults that are now on 
a path to higher education.

All told, the registration for the new year is quickly approaching. 10th grade registration is on Thursday, August 
13. 9th grades register on Friday, August 14. More information regarding registration appears throughout this 
newsletter. Registration runs from 9 am-12 pm on both days. We need both parent and student volunteers 
to help out in various areas since the PTSA plays a large role in registration. Be prepared by bringing multiple 
checks, as all the booster clubs will be out in force with all sorts for items to purchase and we don’t accept 
credit cards. Once again, the PTSA will have pre-packs, required reading books, school supplies and a Shepton 
spirt wear t-shirt (NEW) for sale.

Please note that students will have their yearbook pictures taken on registration day. This means they will 
have their photo ID and yearbook picture taken on that day. So wear photo-friendly clothes and a smile 
while remembering to follow the school dress code because it will be strictly enforced. Please no unusual hair 
coloring, low cut tops or tank tops, or inappropriate wording on shirts. Students not following the dress code 
will NOT have their photo taken.

I look forward to serving as your PTSA President in the upcoming school year. You’re invited to our Back-to-
School Coffee and General PTSA Meeting on Thursday, August 27 at 10:30 am in the Shepton Library. Put it in 
your calendar and forget about it, so you can have a great summer!

PTSA 
President 
Jamie 
Hanna

4

April 10, 2009

Darrell Cole
I Fratelli Pizza
4225 Wingren Dr., Ste. 110

Irving, TX 75062

Mr. Cole,

I just wanted to take a moment to thank you for your support of the Shepton High 

School PTSA and the students of Shepton. It was extremely generous of you to provide 

pizza and salad to the parents and students attending our program on Road Rules. Having 

community members involved in supporting schools and their PTA’s helps promote the 

importance education plays in our lives.

I will make sure that your store is promoted in our next issue, which will come out in the 

summer with the registration packets, so that our parents know of your support.

Again, thank you for your support, and we look forward to working with you in the very 

near future.

Sincerely yours,

Jamie Hanna
President, Shepton High School PTSA

Shepton High School PTSA
5505 Plano Parkway

Plano, TX 75093
Shepton
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PACE 
(Plano’s Academic and Creative Education) Program InformationShepton Humanities Enrollment

Shepton High School serves gifted and talented students identified as part of the PACE (Plano’s 
Academic and Creative Education) program through the core elective, Humanities. Students 
enrolled in Humanities may also receive gifted and talented differentiation in PACE-designated
sections of math and science classes.

In order to enroll in the Humanities class, students must apply for and be accepted into the 
PACE program. This procedure requires an initial application form and a day of standardized 
testing. Students new to Plano ISD or returning students who have not been assessed for the 
PACE program in the past year may apply.

Students interested in applying for the PACE program must pick up a referral packet from Mr. 
McKinney in Room C104 during the first weeks of school. Completed PACE referral packets are 
due to Mr. McKinney by Friday, September 18. Assessment for all students completing referral 
packets will take place during the school day on Wednesday, September 15. Students who are 
placed in the program will be notified within two weeks.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. McKinney at 469-752-7600, ext. 37636, or via 
e-mail at craig.mckinney@pisd.edu.

PayPAMS
Use PayPAMS, the PISD district’s new 
electronic payment system for meal payments, 
athletic fees and fare busing. 

About PayPAMS
The needs of the Plano ISD community for 
electronic payments have exceeded the ePay 
system designed internally by PISD. Having 
sought a new electronic payment service from 
an outside vendor, the district has been able 
to address parental requests for features that 
were not available with ePay. 

PayPAMS Features
• E-mail confirmation notification of payments 
• Timely posting of payments – account 

balances updated two times per day 
• Low balance email notification when 

balance falls below $10
• Repetitive automatic payment option 

with e-mail confirmation when payment is 
initiated 

• Payment by phone option 
• Balance transfer from year-to-year 
• Universal PIN number for use by student 

throughout his school years with PISD 
• Ability to monitor what your child eats on a 

daily basis 
• Ability to view account balance 
• Ability to view payment history 
• Parents have been requesting each of 

these enhancements, and Plano ISD is 
pleased to be able to offer this full service 
comprehensive online payment option.

To register, go to: https://paypams.com/
HomePage.aspx

Back to School 
Drug Awareness/
Education
from the district student services and safety 
and security departments

In our continuing efforts to keep students safe, 
drug-free and successful we want to provide 
a refresher of the following resources for 
information on drug and alcohol related issues.  

Plano Police Department Crime Prevention 
Unit: 972-941-2431
Plano Police Department Dispatch: 
972-941-7900
Collin County Substance Abuse Prevention: 
972-424-1460 x 5570
Campus Counselor(s) & Administration: 
469-752-7600
Plano ISD Substance Abuse Specialists: 
469-752-5797

These are some of the illicit substances 
present in Collin County:  
cocaine ecstasy heroin
methamphetamine marijuana

If you would like additional information on 
these substances please contact one of the 
numbers listed above.

The key to Substance abuse prevention is 
early intervention. Talk with your students.

• know where your students are, Who they 
are with, and what they ARE doing.

• follow up on suspicions
• take action
• do not leave it to chance

Special Education 
Notification
Options and Requirements For Providing Assistance 
to Students Who Have Learning Difficulties or 
Who Need or May Need Special Education

If a child is experiencing learning difficulties, the 
parent may contact the person listed below 
to learn about the district’s overall general 
education referral or screening system for 
support services. This system links students to 
a variety of support options, including referral 
for a special education evaluation. Students 
having difficulty in the regular classroom should 
be considered for tutorial, compensatory, and 
other academic or behavior support services 
that are available to all students.

At any time, a parent is entitled to request 
an evaluation for special education services.  
Within a reasonable amount of time, the 
district must decide if the evaluation is needed. 
If evaluation is needed, the parent will be 
notified and asked to provide informed 
written consent for the evaluation. The district 
must complete the evaluation and the report 
within 60 calendar days of the date the district 
receives the written consent. The district must 
give a copy of the report to the parent.

If the district determines that the evaluation is 
not needed, the district will provide the parent 
with a written notice that explains
why the child will not be evaluated. This 
written notice will include a statement that 
informs the parent of their rights if they 
disagree with the district. Additionally, the 
notice must inform the parent how to obtain 
a copy of the Notice of Procedural Safeguards - 
Rights of Parents of Students with Disabilities.

The designated person to contact regarding 
options for a child experiencing learning 
difficulties or a referral for evaluation for
special education is Shelby Chestnut, 
469-752-7600.

What 
do a garden 

gnome, a judge, a  
crotchety senior citizen, and a 

Telecaster guitar have in common? 
All will be revealed in August as Shepton 
Reads It Forward.

Stay tuned for details...


